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Tempe Police: Their Own Story 
The size, roles and technology of the 
Tempe Police Department have 
changed as Tempe has grown. How-
ever, it is the Department’s work with 
special events that makes it a model 
for other local cities. In this exhibit, 
officers tell their own story about 
what it is like to be a Tempe police 
officer. The exhibit opens March 3.  

Hayden Flour Mill:  Landscape, Economy and Community Diversity  
 
Susan L. Shaffer Nahmias, PhD 
 
In the spring of 2006, the city of Tempe hired Archaeological Consulting Services, Ltd. 
(ACS) to conduct a testing project at the historic Hayden Flour Mill, one of Tempe’s 
most valued landmarks. The project was well underway when the city selected Avenue 
Communities to redevelop the site. ACS’ project grew to include consultation with the 
developer to help insure that this historic resource will be sensitively preserved. The 
mill and, in time, the silos will be the centerpiece of the new development. 
 
Researchers delved into records preserved at the Tempe Historical Museum and other 
repositories. Historic photos and documents were used to plan archaeological testing 
and excavation. In addition, a preservation architect began an assessment of the mill’s 
history, construction and integrity. 
 
In mid-July, archaeologists placed 35 test trenches in the study area, and carefully re-
corded information about historic structures on the property. They located the edge of 
the “calaboose” (a small 1890s jail) and a pre-1950s gas station. They recorded the 
historic Phoenix & Eastern Railroad tracks between the mill and silos. A predictable 
find was a length of stone wall to the north of the complex that appears in historic pho-
tos. In some instances, only foundations or footings of former buildings remained. Con-
crete pads were documented and removed to allow investigation beneath them. Sev-
eral prehistoric features, including a Hohokam canal, were found. 
 
ACS returned to the field in November to excavate the key features that were identified 
during testing. There were some exciting discoveries! Along the east side of the mill 
building, the field crew un-
covered several walls that 
directed water from the Hay-
den Canal to power the ma-
chinery before electricity was 
available. Concrete piers that 
once supported a warehouse 
were revealed behind the 
mill. 
 
ACS determined that the 
foundation of the calaboose 
was more intact than ex-
pected. On the north side of 
the mill building, a new pre-
historic feature – a possible 
field house -- was examined. 
Work continued as archae-
ologists exposed a historic 
stone arch some 24 feet be-
low ground where the Hay-
den canal exited the mill. A final surprise was the discovery of a large rock wall on the 
north side of the building that may have been a part of the original Hayden Mill founda-
tion. 
 
The majority of fieldwork is complete and analysis of data recovered during excavation 
soon will be underway.  Over the next year, ACS will continue to gather archival infor-
mation and acquire oral histories from individuals who were involved with the mill. The 
final report, including a historic preservation plan, is due in April 2008.   

Tom Jones of ACS works on clearing the foundation 
of the “calaboose” or jail (ca. 1890 to 1912). 

Upcoming Exhibits 

Continuing Exhibits 
A Day in the Life of Mill Avenue: a 
different show every hour 
Come along for a photographic stroll 
through the Mill Avenue District, the 
heart of Tempe. Photographer Larry 
Mishler spent a year documenting 
the memorable people and inviting 
activities of downtown Tempe. Open 
through January 25. 
 
Tempe in the 1930s 
The students of Corona del Sol, with 
the guidance of Social Studies Chair 
Eric Ladue, researched and created 
this look at life in Tempe during the 
Great Depression. Funded by an 
Arizona Heritage Project grant from 
Salt River Project, the exhibit is open 
through January 25. 
 
A Proud Journey Home: Cambo-
dian, Laotian and Vietnamese 
Communities in Arizona 
This exhibit explores Cambodian, 
Laotian and Vietnamese refugee 
experiences in Tempe 30 years after 
the Vietnam War. Funded in part 
through an Arizona Humanities 
Council “We the People” grant, the 
exhibit has received several local 
and national awards. Due to the 
popularity of this exhibit, its run has 
been extended.  



Museum Volunteers are the Best!  
We know you’ve heard us say this over and over, but it’s true! 
Proof was provided once again when three of our museum 
volunteers were selected to receive awards presented annu-
ally by the Tempe Community Council (TCC). Mel Kessler 
and Historical Museum Advisory Board member Gail Fisher, 
husband and wife, were the recipients of the 2006 Don Car-
los Humanitarian Award. This prestigious award recognizes 
individuals who exemplify the humanitarian traits for which 
Charles Trumbull Hayden was known and who make Tempe 
a better place to live. Gail’s love of the arts and culture is re-
flected in much of her service, which besides the museum 
has included the Tempe Municipal Arts Commission, New 
School for the Arts, Tempe Center for the Arts, as well as 
numerous other organizations such as the Tempe Public Li-
brary and Tempe Sister Cities. Her husband Mel’s record of 
service to the Tempe community is just as outstanding. 
 
Lindsay Samuel was recognized with the Hayden Youth and 
Young Adult Award. She was presented with a $500 scholar-
ship at the award reception on November 1. Lindsay has vol-
unteered at the museum since 2002 where she has helped 
present the museum’s Wild Wednesdays summer program-
ming. Before that, she was a volunteer at the Tempe Public 
Library. More recently she also served on the museum’s 
Youth Advisory Committee which works to involve and attract 
teens to the museum. Lindsay currently attends Arizona State 
University. 
 
Also recognized was museum docent Herb Fibel. He was 
recognized as a Tempe Treasure for his exemplary contribu-
tion to the Tempe community. Herb has volunteered at the 
museum since completing docent training in January 2003. 
He  also has volunteered as an instructor of birding classes 
for the city’s Parks and Recreation Department off and on 
since 1989. Herb joins a select group of just 12 individuals 
who have been designated as Treasures. 
 
Congratulations to these three outstanding museum volun-
teers. Incidentally, they were three of only four individuals 
recognized by TCC this year! Founded in 1972, the Tempe 
Community 
Council provides 
a means for indi-
viduals and or-
ganizations to 
act together to 
identify and plan 
for needed hu-
man service pro-
grams in the 
community. 

Museum Welcomes New Board Member 
Service to country and community is nothing new to Frank 
Schmuck. Frank began his service “career” as a cadet at the 
U.S. Air Force Academy. Upon graduation, he served in the 
Air Force during the Persian Gulf War where he airlifted 
wounded from the battlefield to safety and earned the Air 
Force’s Air Medal. His list of other involvements since the war 
is long and includes Kiwanis Nuevo Club in Tempe, member-
ship on the Maricopa County Veterans Medical Leadership 
Council, American Legion, LULAC, Tempe Sister Cities, men-
toring school children as part of the Adopt-A-Pilot program, 
and more. In addition, he started his own not-for-profit organi-
zation—Voices Take Flight—that promotes “service before 
self” and awareness of neurological diseases. Frank currently 
works as a pilot for Southwest Airlines. 
 
Air Force pilot training at Williams Air Force Base first brought 
Frank to the east valley. He met his wife Andrea while at Wil-
liams and they returned to stay in 1993 after his tour of duty 
with the Air Force was complete. When asked why he chose 
the Historical Museum Advisory Board, Frank replied that his 
reasons were two-fold: first, to give back to his city; the second 
was related to his family history. His grandfather worked for 35 
years as a curator at the museum in Verdun, France, a historic 
World War I battle site. This background made the Tempe His-
torical Museum a good fit for his interests and skills. 
 
As for his goals for his term on the board, Frank would like to 
see the museum work in cooperation with other organizations 
such as the Veteran’s Hall of Fame. He thinks it would be 
great to utilize his many community connections to bring or-
ganizations together and create beneficial partnerships.  

(above) Gail Fisher and 
Mel Kessler, 2006 Don 
Carlos Humanitarian 
Award recipients. 
 
(left) Lindsay Samuel, 
2006 Hayden Youth and 
Young Adult Award recipi-
ent, with Amy Douglass, 
Museum Administrator. 

Thank you to everyone who supported the “Larry Campbell 
Tree of Lights” fundraiser. Now in its fifth year, the project is 
named in memory of Larry Campbell, past president of the 
Tempe Historical Society, who originally suggested the fund-
raiser and made it a success. The public purchases lights 
and ornaments for holiday trees in the name of someone 
they wish to honor or remember. 
 
Money raised is used to support the museum’s oral history 
program. Over $1,400 has been raised so far this holiday 
season. 

New Museum Advisory Board member, Frank Schmuck. 



JANUARY 
 
TEMPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPEAKERS PROGRAMS 
Wednesday, January 10, 11:30 am 
Museum classroom / Free 
Kelly Washington, Pima & Mari-
copa: Indigenous Hosts of the Phoe-
nix Valley. Bring your lunch. Coffee 
provided. 
 
JANUARY 15, Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day. Museum closed. 
 
VOLUNTEER ORIENTATION 
Tuesday, January 16, 9 am 
Museum Board Room / Free 
Come explore all that volunteers can 
do at the museum during this hour-
long orientation. 

 
3RD THIRSTDAY NIGHT 
CAFÉ 
Thursday, January 18 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Museum / Free 

Visit the museum galleries and have 
a cup of coffee. At 7 pm, archaeolo-
gists from Archaeological Consulting 
Services will reveal the results of the 
excavations at the Hayden Flour 
Mill. (see story on page 1) 
 
FEBRUARY 
 
ANTIQUE SEMINARS 
Tuesdays, February 6 through 27 
7 – 9 pm 
Pyle Adult Recreation Center 
Presented by the Hayden’s Ferry 
Questers. Proceeds benefit the Pe-
tersen House. Registration fee. 
Seminar topics: 
February 6: Reading Your Artifacts 
February 13: Mexican Religious Art; 
Ruby Stained & Souvenir Glass 
February 20: American Silver; Euro-
pean Christmas Ornaments 

February 27: Appraising Session for 
Jewelry 
 
TEMPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPEAKERS PROGRAMS 
Wednesday, February 14 
11:30 am 
Museum classroom / Free 
Dr. Jay Cravath, When the Spirits 
Come to Dance. Bring your lunch. 
Coffee provided. Sponsored by the 
Arizona Humanities Council. 

 
3RD THIRSTDAY NIGHT 
CAFÉ 
Thursday, February 15 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Museum / Free 

Visit the museum galleries and have 
a cup of coffee. At 7 pm, Dr. Robert 
D. Taylor and Aleta Ringlero will 
discuss the Schwemberger Photo-
graphs, a collection produced be-
tween 1902 and 1908 of Navajo, 
Hopi and Pueblo people and places.  
 
FEBRUARY 19, President’s Day. 
Museum closed. 
 
MARCH 
 
SPRING SENSATION 

Tuesday, March 13 
10 am – 2 pm 
Museum / Free 
Enjoy a day of family fun 

that celebrates Irish-American Heri-
tage Month and Dr. Seuss’ birthday 
with activities, crafts and stories. 
 
TEMPE HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
SPEAKERS PROGRAMS 
Wednesday, March 14, 11:30 am 
Museum classroom / Free 
Dale Miles, Apache Culture Kit. 
Bring your lunch. Coffee provided. 
Sponsored by the Arizona Humani-
ties Council. 
 

ROCK ART TOUR 
Thursday, March 15, 10 – 11 am 
Hayden Butte Preserve / Free 
Learn about Hohokam rock art with 
Dr. Amy Douglass, Museum Ad-
ministrator and archaeologist. Wear 
comfortable shoes; bring water and 
binoculars. Moderate hike. Call for 
directions. 
 

3RD THIRSTDAY NIGHT 
CAFÉ 
Thursday, March 15 
6:30 - 8:30 pm 
Museum / Free 
Visit the museum galler-

ies and have a cup of coffee. At 7 
pm, “Buck” Rogers from the 
Tempe Police Department will share 
some of the Department’s history. 
 
MARCH 20 through MARCH 26. 
Petersen House Museum will be 
closed for conservation. 
 
IMAGES & RECOLLECTIONS: 
NARRATIVES OF INTERNMENT 
Wednesday, March 21 
6:30-8:30 pm 
The second in a three-part discus-
sion series. Panelists: ASU profes-
sors Betsy Fahlman, Anna Holian 
and Karen Leong. Moderator: ASU 
professor Brian Gratton. This pro-
gram was made possible in part by a 
grant from the Arizona Humanities 
Council. 
 
MARCH 30, Cesar Chavez Day 
Museum closed. 
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We Thank the Donors Who Have Contributed to our Artifact Collections in 2006 

Mary Abrahams • John Akers • Ann Allen • Dorothy Alexander • Arizona Public Service • Talitha Arnold • Richard Bauer • Irene 
Benedict • Virginia Berg • Jeanne K. Sams Bowles • Nancy Buell • Dennis Cahill • Rudy Campbell • Barbara Carter • Anne Chan-
dler • Paul Chavarria • Robert Connolly • Jerri Copenhaver • Phil Couet • Shana Ellis • Kathy Emanuel • Sue Enright  •Joe Ewan • 
Sam Fees • Mary Helen Flanagan • Mark Foster • Esther Gardner • Ray Ginn • Heidi Glockhamer • Michael Goodwin • Marcie 
Gorman • Lawn Griffiths • Larry Harrell • John Harris • Biddy Hayden • Hugh M. Helm • Connie Hogan • Hut Hutson • John Imbor-
noni • Carolyn Jenkins • Robert Kravetz • Mary Ann Kwilosz • Ruth Lancaster • Rev. E. Thomas Leyba • Brad Lichtenstein • Vic-
tor Linoff • Lucy Logan • Marilyn Mann • John McLoughlin • Mesa Public Library • Dan Masters • Joann Miller • Margaret Vance 
Mills • Mike Mills • Glenda Miwa • John Moeur • Sharie Monsam • Carlos Moore • Kay Nelson • Zenie Noon • Charlotte Norrid • 
Jerry Olson • Phoenix Museum of History • Truman Plainer • Ann Poulos • Marliese Reeves • James Ricca (continued on page 4) 

Time Lines is now online!  
View the newsletter at 

www.tempe.gov/museum  
Call (480) 350-5100 to discontinue re-
ceiving a paper copy. 



Time Lines is a quarterly newsletter 
for museum supporters and volun-
teers. 
 
Editors: 
Mary Anna Bastin 
Jerri Copenhaver 
Amy Douglass 
 
Comments, suggestions? 
Call 480-350-5100. 
 
MUSEUM HOURS 
Monday - Thursday and Saturday 
10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 1 - 5 pm 
MUSEUM GIFT SHOP HOURS 
Monday - Thursday and Saturday 
10 am - 4 pm; Sunday 1 - 4 pm 
PETERSEN HOUSE HOURS 
Tuesday - Thursday and Saturday 
10 am - 2 pm 
 
Visit the museum’s website at 
www.tempe.gov/museum The Tempe Historical Museum is a center where the community comes together to 

celebrate Tempe's past and ponder the future. 

Time Lines is a quarterly newsletter 
for museum supporters and volun-
teers. 
 
Editors: 
Mary Anna Bastin 
Jerri Copenhaver 
Amy Douglass 
 
Comments, suggestions? 
Call 480-350-5100. 
 
MUSEUM HOURS 
Monday - Thursday and Saturday 
10 am - 5 pm 
Sunday 1 - 5 pm 
MUSEUM GIFT SHOP HOURS 
Monday - Thursday and Saturday 
10 am - 4 pm; Sunday 1 - 4 pm 
PETERSEN HOUSE HOURS 
Tuesday - Thursday and Saturday 
10 am - 2 pm 
 
Visit the museum’s website at 
www.tempe.gov/museum 

Artifact Donors (continued from page 3) 
Julian Sherman Roush • Vivian Miller Sarsam • Barbara Sherman • Onnie Shekerjian • 
Stu Siefer • Susan Soroka • Robert Stahl • Nadine Svob • Tempe Historic Preservation 
Foundation • Warren Torgerson• Clara Urbano • Carol Webster • Eduarda Yates • Claire 
Young • Elna Rae Zeilinger • Connie Null Zimmerman  

Petersen House Endowment Receives Community Support 
This fall, the Tempe Historical Society and the Petersen House Endowment Committee 
held their annual fundraising drive to benefit the educational programs at the Petersen 
House Museum. Over the years, their fundraising has greatly benefited the Petersen 
House Endowment Fund. The names of this year’s “silver” and “gold” donors will be dis-
played on a sign that will be placed in the Petersen House. 
 
It is with sincere thanks that we acknowledge the following donors: 

Silver ($250 or more): 
Copenhagen Imports 
Cypert, Scherrer, CPAs 
Tempe Convention and Visitors Bureau 
Waste Management 

Gold ($500 or more): 
Tempe Diablos 
Tempe Mission Palms 


